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ABSTRACT. The paper can be referred to that direction in the wavelet theory, which was
called by Kaiser “the physical wavelets”. He developed the analysis of first two kinds
of physical wavelets - electromagnetic (optic) and acoustic wavelets. Newland developed
the technique of application of harmonic wavelets especially for studying the harmonic
vibrations. Recently Cattani and Rushchitsky proposed the 4th kind of physical wavelets
- elastic wavelets. This proposal was based on three main elements: 1. Kaiser’s idea of
constructing the physical wavelets on the base of specially chosen (admissible) solutions
of wave equations. 2. Developed by one of authors theory of solitary waves (with pro-
files in the form of Chebyshev-Hermite functions) propagated in elastic dispersive media.
3. The theory and practice of using the wavelet “Mexican Hat” system, the mother and
father wavelets (and their Fourier transforms) of which are analytically represented as the
Chebyshev-Hermite functions of different indexes. An application of elastic wavelets to
studying the evolution of solitary waves of different shape during their propagation through
composite materials is shown on many examples.

1. Introduction

One of interesting directions in the wavelet theory is associated with “physical wavelet”.
The last term was introduced by G. Kaiser [1, 2]. At present, four types of wavelets can
be referred to physical wavelets. The first two kinds of physical wavelets, electromagnetic
(optic) and acoustic wavelets were considered by Kaiser [3, 4]. Other physical wavelets,
harmonic wavelets, were applied by Newland to the analysis of harmonic vibrations [5].
More recently the elastic wavelets [6–10] were proposed by Cattani and Rushchitsky as a
new (wavelet based) tool for the analysis of wave propagation in elastic materials.

The main feature of this wavelets is that they are solution of some (physical) differential
equations thus having a direct physical meaning.

In particular, the electromagnetic (optic) wavelets [3, 4] are so-called because they
satisfy both the linear wave equations of optics and the main axioms of wavelet the-
ory [5, 7, 11–17]. In particular, they are smooth, symmetric, they form a frame and have a
compact support (or at least the finite weight).

The acoustic wavelets [3,4] fulfill the linear wave equations in acoustics. They describe
the so-called chirp-signals (practically used in many acoustic antennas systems) which is
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very similar to a wavelet. But for representing the chirp-signal by wavelets some additional
conditions are needed.

The harmonic wavelets were proposed by Newland [5] (see also [18–20]) for studying
the vibration processes. They can be obtained by some generalization of Shannon wavelets
[13, 20–22]

(1) ψT,k(x) =
(
sin

π

T
(2x− k)

)/( π

T
(2x− k)

)

which are real-valued wavelets, by transition from the real domain to the complex domain.
The harmonic wavelet, wavelet family and family of scaling functions are [5, 18–20]

ψ(x) =
(
ei4πx − ei2πx

)/
(i2πx),

(2) ψj,k(x) = ψ(2jx− k) =
(
ei4π(2jx−k) − ei2π(2jx−k)

)/(
i2π(2jx− k)

)
,

(3) ϕj,k(x) = ϕ(2jx− k) =
(
ei2π(2jx−k) − 1

)/(
i2π(2jx− k)

)
.

The elastic wavelets, proposed by Cattani and Rushchitsky in [6] (see also [7–10]) are
based on three elements:
1. Kaiser’s idea of constructing the physical wavelets as solutions of wave equations
2. The theory of solitary waves (with profiles in the form of Chebyshev-Hermite functions)

propagation in elastic dispersive media [23–25].
3. The link between the wavelet “Mexican hat” (MH) system and the Chebyshev-Hermite

functions [1, 26–30] of different indexes.
In our case, the elastic wavelet is a solution of the wave equation for linear elastic dispersive
medium. The two-phase elastic mixture [9, 10, 23–25, 31–37] is used as the basic medium
and the wave propagation equations in composites are considered. The solution can be
represented through the Chebyshev-Hermite functions which are linked with MH-wavelets.
Thus MH-wavelets are the first natural candidate as elastic wavelets.

Chebyshev-Hermite functions and their link with MH wavelets are given in sections 2
and 3. Section 4 deals with dispersive media and dispersive waves. Solitary elastic waves
are described in sect. 5, and their representation in terms of MH wavelets is discussed in
section 6 on some examples.

2. Chebyshev-Hermite functions

The functions named after P.L. Chebyshev and C. Hermite are the functions of [1, 26–30]

(4) Tn (x) = e−z/2H∗
n (x) ,

where H∗
n(z) are the Chebyshev-Hermite polynomials

(5) H∗
n (x) = 2n/2Hn

(√
2x

)
; Hn (x) = (−1)n

ex2/2 dn

dxn

(
e−x2/2

)

These polynomials are determined by the generating function

etx− t2
2 =

∞∑
n=0

Hn(x)
tn

n!
.



ELASTIC WAVELETS AND THEIR APPLICATION ... 3

The general form of polynomials is given by the formula

Hn(x) = xn − 1
2

n(n− 1)
1

xn−2+

+
1
22

n(n− 1)(n− 2)(n− 3)
1 · 2 xn−4 + ... =

j≤n
2∑

j=0

(−1)j(2j)!
2jj!

(
n
2j

)
x(n−2j)

Recurrent relationships have the form [26, 30]

Hn+1(x) = 2xHn(x)− 2nHn−1(x) ;
dHn(x)

dx
= 2nHn−1(x) .

Let us write also some useful facts from the theory

(6)
H2n(−x) = H2n(x) ; H2n+1(−x) = −H2n+1(x);
H∗

0 (z) = 1 ; H∗
1 (z) = z ; H∗

2 (z) = z2 − 1 ; H∗
3 (z) = z3 − 3z ;

H∗
4 (z) = z4 − 6z2 + 3 ; H∗

5 (z) = z5 − 10z3 + 15z.

For real values of an argument the functions are real, and they are orthogonal with the
weight 1 on the real axis (−∞,∞)

∞∫

−∞
ψm(x)ψn(x)dx =

{
0 m 6= n ;
1 m = n .

These functions are solutions of the Weber’s differential equation [1, 26–30]

(7) T
′′
n (x) + (1 + 2n− x2)Tn(x) = 0,

and polynomials H∗
n(z) are solutions of the Chebyshev-Hermite differential equation

(8) w
′′ − 2zw

′
+ 2nw = 0.
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Fig.1 Chebyshev-Hermite functions

It is clear from Fig. 1 that functions Tn (x) are defined over the infinite interval, but with a
finite mass.

3. Mexican Hat (MH) wavelets and their link with Chebyshev-Hermite functions

The MH-wavelet (mother wavelet) and Fourier transformed MH-wavelet can be written
as follows

(9) ψ(x) = − 2
4
√

π
√

3σ

(
x2

/
σ2 − 1

)
e−

x2

2σ2 ,

(10) ψ̂(ω) =
2
√

2σ5 4
√

π√
3

ω2 e−
σ2ω2

2 .

The scaling function (father wavelet) cannot be represented analytically, whereas its Fourier
transform has the exact analytical representation (see Fig. 2, with σ = 1)

(11) ϕ̂(ω) =
2 4
√

π
√

σ√
3

√
ω2σ2 + 1 e−

σ2ω2
2 .
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Fig.2 Mexican Hat: wavelet and scaling functions

Formulas (9),(10) can be rewritten through Chebyshev-Hermite functions

(12) ψ(x) =
1

2 4
√

π
√

3σ
(T2 (x/σ)− 2 T0 (x/σ)) ,

(13) ψ̂(ω) =

√
σ9 4
√

π√
6

[T2 (ω/σ) + 2 T0 (ω/σ)] ;

being

T0 (x) = e−x2/2, T2 (x) = e−x2/2
(−2 + 4x2

)
.

Therefore the MH wavelets, on the LHS of Eqs. (12)-(13), can be expressed as linear
combination of Chebyshev-Hermite functions on the RHS.

It is known (see e.g. [5, 7, 11–17]) that wavelets depend on two parameters: the trans-
lation and scale factor. Therefore, an efficient application of the MH wavelet family
ψj,k(x) = ψ

(
ajx− uok

)
depends on the choice of the translation step uoand the scale

base a. The most convenient choice of uo, a is when the system {ψj,k(x)}j,k∈Z forms a
tight frame [7, 17]

(14)
∑

j,k∈Z

|〈f, ψj,k〉|2 = A ‖f‖2,
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where f(x) is a given function and is the frame bound. The quantity Cψ is conventionally
treated as the admissibility condition

Cψ =

∞∫

0

[(
ψ̂(ω)

)2
/

ω

]
dω < ∞.

In the following, we will take as wavelet ψ(x) =
(
2
/√

3
)
π−1/4

(
1− x2

)
e−x2/2 so that

a = 2 with the unit uo = 1.0 or half uo = 0.5 step of translation. There follows A ≈ 6.819
or A ≈ 3.409, Cψ = (4/3)

√
π.

With this choice, an approximate (by a finite number of scales from jo to joo) represen-
tation of a function-signal with the MH wavelets ψj,k(x) = 2−j/2ψ

(
2−jx− 0.5k

)
is as

follows

(15) F (x) ≈ (1/A)
j=joo∑

j=jo

∑

k∈Z

dj,kψj,k(x), dj,k =

∞∫

−∞
F (x)ψj,k(x)dx.

Fig.3 Wavelet representation

Let us take a function F (x) symmetric, with a sufficiently fast decays to zero, localized in
the origin, that is the effective support or bottom length (the interval in which the weight
function is concentrated) is the interval (−5, 5). The MH wavelet reconstruction of this
function (Fig. 3), by using (15) can be done by a limited number of terms in the series
expansion. In the example of Fig. 3, it was found to be sufficient to work with the scale
levels from jo = −4 to joo = 4 in order to get a good reconstruction of the function (with
j ∈ {−4;−3;−2;−1; 0; 1; 2; 3; 4}and k ∈ {−20;−19; ...; 19; 20} ). On Fig. 3 (left) the
different approximations corresponding to the transition from the coarse scale joo = −1 to
the sufficiently fine scale joo = −4 are shown. The approximations are given by

F−1 =
1
A

−1∑

j=−4

20∑

k=−20

djk2−
j
2 ψ

(
2−jx− 0.5k

)
,

F0 =
1
A

0∑

j=−4

20∑

k=−20

djk2−
j
2 ψ

(
2−jx− 0.5k

)
,
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F1 =
1
A

1∑

j=−4

20∑

k=−20

djk2−
j
2 ψ

(
2−jx− 0.5k

)
,

F4 =
1
A

4∑

j=−4

20∑

k=−20

djk2−
j
2 ψ

(
2−jx− 0.5k

)
.

Figure 3 (right) shows that the difference between the exact plot of the function F (x)
(solid line) and its approximation at the scale (joo = −4) (dotted line) doesn’t exceed
1%. Besides that, usually not the all set of wavelet coefficients dj,k are considered. In
fact, according to the standard method of estimating by threshold coefficients, the small
coefficients not exceeding certain given value ε, can be neglected. The method is based on
the fact that wavelet coefficients for the sufficiently smooth function are very small for fine
scales (the absolute value of wavelet coefficients dj,k depends on the local regularity of the
function in the neighborhood of the point 2jk).

4. Dispersive media (composite materials) and dispersive waves

The area of application of MH wavelets is the propagation of elastic waves in com-
posite materials. Elastic waves are thought as waves in elastic media. In our case these
media are the models of composite materials, and they are not necessarily linear and one-
phase [7, 23, 31–33, 37] the waves we will consider below are no-classical waves. Let us
shortly remind the main characteristic of elastic waves.
The classical harmonic elastic waves (periodic, nondispersive) are described by the classi-
cal wave equation and they have (in the case of plane front) the analytical representation

(16) u (x, t) = Aeik(x−vpht), (vph = ω/k) .

The last formula includes besides the phase velocity, the constant amplitude, as well as
some additional parameters characterizing the periodicity, the wave number k or the fre-
quency ω. These waves propagate with constant phase velocity and doesn’t undergo during
propagation any change in its sinusoidal profile. This type is the simplest one.
A second type of waves includes the classical elastic waves with arbitrary profile (D’Alem-
bert waves). They have (in the case of propagation in positive direction) the analytical
representation

(17) u (x, t) = uo (x− vpht) .

D’Alembert waves propagate with a constant velocity and doesn’t change its, initially
given, profile. But arbitrariness of the profile stands out against this wave and holds up
it on the special place among waves in materials.

A third kind of waves are the periodic harmonic dispersive elastic waves, i.e. waves
with the phase velocity depending on the frequency (due to the dispersivity of the medium).
Dispersive waves are defined by the nonlinear functional dependence of frequency on the
wave number

(18) ω = W (k) (W ′(k) 6= 0) .

This wave has as many modes as the roots of (18), or better vph k − W (k) = 0. The
modes are meant as independently existing waves with distinct phase velocities. Each
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mode is characterized by its own dispersion curve, i.e. the graph of the dependence of the
wave number (or the phase velocity) on frequency.

Owing to (18) there follows that particles in different points of the wave profile move
with different phase velocities and the profile is deformed at some given time. Such under-
standing of the dispersion needs some further comments. In fact, the linear harmonic wave
with a given frequency doesn’t deform at all. The question is about the profile of the wave
formed as the superposition of a few linear harmonic waves with closed frequencies. Just
such a profile will be changed owing to dispersivity of the resulting wave:

(19) u(x, t) = A eik[x−vph(k)t]

(
vph(k) =

ω

k
=

W (k)
k

)
.

Some classical procedure are known for the analytical representation of dispersivity. Let
us explain it on a few examples. Let us first consider the linear Klein-Gordon equation
[7, 23, 31–33]

(20) ρ ϕ′′,tt − α2ϕ′′,xx ± β2ϕ = 0,

which has the solution in the form of harmonic dispersive waves ϕ(x, t) = Aei(kx−ωt).

The dispersion law is written as ω = ±
√

α2k2 ± β2, but sometimes it is convenient to
write it as the dependence of a phase velocity on a wave number

(21) vph (k) = ±
√

α2k2 ± β2
/

k.

Let us take the second example from the structural theory of composite materials, i.e.
the linear theory of two-phase mixture of materials. For this purpose, choose the plane
wave in a linear elastic mixture as the most characteristic. The basic system of equations
for plane waves has the form of three uncoupled systems, each of two coupled equations
[7, 23, 31–33]

(22) ρααu
(α)
k,tt − a(k)

α u
(α)
k,xx − a

(k)
3 u

(δ)
k,xx − β

(
u

(α)
k − u

(δ)
k

)
= 0

(
a(1)

m = λm + 2µm , a(2)
m = a(3)

m = µm

)
.

This system has a solution in the form of harmonic dispersive waves

(23) u(α)
m (x1, t) = A(α)

ome−i(k(m)
α x−ω t) + l(k(m)

δ )A(δ)
ome

−i
(

k
(m)
δ x−ω t

)
.

The necessity for dispersive nonlinear dependence of wave numbers on frequency is (see
e.g. [7])

M
(m)
1 k4 − 2M

(m)
2 k2ω2 + M

(m)
3 ω4 = 0;

with




M
(m)
1 = a

(m)
1 a

(m)
2 −

(
a
(m)
3

)2

2M
(m)
2 = a

(m)
1 ρ11 + a

(m)
2 ρ22 − (a(m)

1 + a
(m)
2 + 2a

(m)
3 )

(
β

ω2
+ ρ12

)

M
(m)
3 = ρ11ρ22 − (ρ11 + ρ22)

(
β

ω2
+ ρ12

)
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The solutions are
(24)

k2
1,2 =

ω2

M
(m)
1

{
M

(m)
2 ±

√(
M

(m)
2

)2

−M
(m)
1 M

(m)
3

}
= ω2

{
s1 +

s2

ω2
±

√
s3 +

s4

ω2
+

s5

ω4

}

and the coefficients of the matrix of amplitude distribution are determined by the simple
algebraic formula

l(k(m)
α ) =


−

a
(m)
α

(
k

(m)
α

)2

+ β − ρααω2

a
(m)
3

(
k

(m)
α

)2

− β




(−1)α

.

5. Solitary elastic waves in dispersive (composite) materials

Let us consider now two new kind of waves: the solitary (nonperiodic) elastic waves
with a given profile and with the phase velocity depending on the phase, and the simple
elastic waves, with the phase velocity depending on the amplitude.

The last waves are a classical ones. They were described by Riemann and were inten-
sively studied in the last two centuries [7, 23, 31–33]. The first waves were discovered and
studied just recently. The solitary elastic waves arise in the microstructural theory of com-
posite materials of the second order, the linear theory of elastic mixtures. Such medium
of propagation of waves is dispersive one, and this propagation is regulated by the basic
equations (22).

Let us explain the notion of solitary elastic waves on a Cauchy problem for (22). We
will assume the solution be given at the initial time in the form of a solitary profile, that
is a function mostly defined over a finite interval (function with a finite support) or almost
located over the finite area (function with a finite weight). If this solution will hold its
initial form at the next times (during some time interval) and the solution will depend on
phase coordinate z = x − vpht, then we can say that the given profile is propagating as a
solitary wave [24, 25].

From hyperbolicity of equations (22) follows that the initial finite pulse will propagate
in the form of a wave, but the dispersivity will be weak for the most values of frequencies
excepting some small area around the second mode cut frequency. This means that the
pulse will be distorted slowly. The solitary elastic wave can exist, in a finite time-interval,
only up to the limit when the interaction in the mixture is weak.

Let us consider the possibility of representing the solution of system (22) in the form of
Chebyshev-Hermite functions: u

(α)
1 (x, t) = A(α)ψ0(z) ≡ A(α)e−z2/2 This solution can

be considered as the approximate one if the phase velocity is assumed as

(25) v(α)(z) =
(

M1 − (−1)α
√

M2
1 −M2

)1/2

,

M1 =
λ1 + 2µ1

ρ11
+

λ2 + 2µ2

ρ22
− ρ11 + ρ22

ρ11ρ22

β

1 + 2n− z2
,
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M2 =
λ1 + 2µ1

ρ11

λ2 + 2µ2

ρ22
− (λ3 + 2µ3)2

ρ11ρ22
+

+
(λ1 + 2µ1) + (λ2 + 2µ2) + 2(λ3 + 2µ3)

ρ11ρ22

β

1 + 2n− z2
.

So, the formula (25) expresses some new and inexpedient fact that the phase velocity of
propagating through elastic composite material solitary elastic wave depends on the phase.

Now the solution of system (22) can be written in the form of two solitary waves with
profiles described by Chebyshev-Hermite functions of arbitrary indices [24, 25]

(26) u
(α)
1 (x, t) = A(α)ψn(z(α)) + p(z(δ))A(δ)ψn(z(δ)),

p(z(α)) =


 a3 + β

/
[1 + 2n− z(δ)2 ]

aα + v(z(α))ραα − β
/
[1 + 2n− z(α)2 ]




(−1)α

.

The phase in (26) depends on an index, because only one (from the two distinct phase
velocities v

(α)
ph in (24)) has to be used for writing the phases.

The representation u
(α)
1 (x, t) = A(α)ψ0(z) ≡ A(α)e−z2/2 has been recently generalized

and the initial profile is assumed in the form

u
(α)
1 (x, t) = A(α)ψ0(z) ≡ A(α)e−z2/2,

where the initially known function F (x) can be taken in the form of the MH-function or
some experimentally observed initial profiles of shock waves in materials [6–10].

So, we linked the MH wavelet with Chebyshev - Hermite functions, further we have
shown that these functions can be chosen as the wave solution for some dispersive media.
In our next steps we will concentrate on the MH wavelets. But we did notconsidered yet
the question: will the translated and scaled Chebyshev-Hermite functions still be solutions
of the basic mixture wave equations? The positive answer about a translation is obviously.

When we introduce the scaling factor k into the Chebyshev-Hermite function argument,
then the basic formula (25) for phase velocities is still valid, but some of its components
will be different

(27) 2M1 =
a1

ρ11
+

a2

ρ22
− ρ11 + ρ22

ρ11ρ22
K (z) ,

M2 =
a1

ρ11

a2

ρ22
− a2

3

ρ11ρ22
− a1 + a2 + 2a3

ρ11ρ22
K (z) , K (z) =

βk2

(1 + 2n)− z2
/
k2

.

The initial pulse in the composite material can’t be chosen arbitrarily, if we try to take into
account the microstructure (that is, we go out from the so-called long waves). Then the
factor k can be treated as the length of the initial pulse bottom. The experience in studying
the harmonic waves shows that the wave length must exceed the characteristic size of the
microstructure (CSM) on one order (practically 7-10 times). This ensures the possibility
of the continuum approach to the harmonic waves study. Otherwise, the microstructure
can’t be taken into account in the averaged form, and the two-phase material should be
considered as the piecewise continuum.
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Obviously, also in the case of solitary waves the exceeding the CSM by the bottom on
one order should be considered as the threshold one, getting across which is interdicted.
This threshold value gives, for computer modeling of the wave profile evolution, the small-
est value for the bottom length and the possibility for the most displaying of evolution.
The most value of the bottom length means as such one when the evolution is yet anything
remarkable.

6. MH wavelets for the analysis of solitary waves in composite materials

A solitary wave might be considered as a signal with a finite bottom, therefore when
this function is analytically expressed as an infinite series, we can approximate the profile
with a finite sum. This can be easily achieved by a threshold for the wavelet coefficients.

The main idea, in the application of elastic wavelets to the evolution of solitary waves,
consists not only in the wavelet representation of the wave, but also in the assumption that
during the propagation (in the weakly dispersive medium) the initial profile will slowly
change. Therefore, the wavelet coefficients are assumed to be constant and the distortion
of the initial profile is described owing to the nonlinear change of the phase velocities.

The developed technique of application of elastic wavelets to the analysis of solitary
waves in composite materials is very effective and permits to apply wavelets to waves with
arbitrary initial profiles as well as to describe many wave effects arising in the process of
solitary wave propagation.

Let us consider, for example, the case of an initial pulse in the form shown on Fig. 3
(right) and introduce the normalizing coefficient l responsible for the bottom length of the
initial profile, so that the pulse practically vanishes when |x|

l > 1. The wavelet representa-
tion of the initial profile is assumed in the form

(28) u
(x

l
, 0

)
= F

(x

l

)
=

1
A

4∑

j=−4

20∑

k=−20

djk2−
j
2 ψ

(
2−j x

l
− 0.5k

)
,

djk =
1
l

∞∫

−∞
F

(x

l

)
2−

j
2 ψ

(
2−j x

l
− 0.5k

)
dx, ψ (x) =

2√
3
π−

1
4

(
1− x2

)
e−

x2
2 ,

and the solution is

(29) u (x, t) = (1/A)
4∑

j=−4

20∑

k=−20

{
Bαf(α,j) + p

(
z(δ,j)

/
l
)

Bδf(δ,j)

}
,

f(α,j) = djk2−
j
2 ψ

[
2−j

(
z(δ,j)

/
l
)
− 0.5k

]
, z(α,j) = x− v

(α,j)
ph t.

In the solution (29) the different phase velocities v
(α,j)
ph and different coefficients p

(
z(δ,j)

/
l
)

corresponds to different scales

(30) v(α) (z) =

√
M1 − (−1)α

√
(M1)

2 −M2;

2M1 =
a1

ρ11
+

a2

ρ22
− ρ11 + ρ22

ρ11ρ22
· Z(l,j,k);
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M2 =
a1

ρ11

a2

ρ22
− a2

3

ρ11ρ22
− a1 + a2 + 2a3

ρ11ρ22
· Z(l,j,k);

(31) p
(
z(α,j)

/
l
)(−1)α

=
−aα + v2

(
z(α,j)

)
ραα − Z(l,j,k)

a3 − Z(l,j,k)
;

Z(l,j,k) =
22j · β · l2(

2−j z
l − k

)2 − 2

(2−j z
l−k)2−1

− 5
.

Thus, each term of the sum (29) characterized by the indices j and k , will have a cor-
responding phase velocity. This situation is similar to the signal decomposition by har-
monic components, where the dispersion equation defines the phase velocity of each sep-
arate component. The velocities (30) have some common singularities in the inflexion
points of wave profiles, going to infinity at the points zinf

j,k = 2j
(
±

√
3±√6 + k

)
.

Fig.4 Break-up of the initial profile into two different waves

On Fig. 4 it is shown the break-up of the initial profile into two different waves with
different profiles and different phase velocities. In the plot, the abscissa axis corresponds
to distance x in cm, the ordinate axis corresponds to the time of propagation in µs, the
applicate axis corresponds to the wave amplitude in 100 µm. The bottom length exceeds
the characteristic length of structure ten times more.

In the next example, the initial profile is similar to the data list (Fig. 5) detected in
some classical experiments on propagation of impacts in materials [2,38,39]. Experiments
describe the impact on a long rod in different conditions: symmetrical impact of two rods,
the impact using the Hopkinson bar and the impact obtained by using a falling hammer.
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An excitation in a two-phase medium of the initial displacement impulse means that
two identical displacement pulses are excited simultaneously in two phases of the medium.
Usually each of initial waves is breaking up into two similar waves. As the initial pulse we
take a profile similar to the one shown in Fig. 6 and approximated by the MH wavelets.

The initial impulse is shown on Fig. 6 by the solid line. The bottom lengths are varying
from 6.48 cm to 6.48 mm. The dashed line corresponds to the approximate representation

fε (x) .

Fig.5 Experimental data on impacts in materials

Fig.6 Initial pulse and its wavelet approximation
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The wavelet approximation is obtained by neglecting those wavelet coefficients which ab-
solute values are less than 10−4 and it is as follows

(32) fε (x) ≈ 1
A

9∑

j=−2

14∑

k=−14

dj,kψj,k (x) .

If the sum in (32) is carried out by the coefficients |dj,k| > ε and the number of neglected
coefficients is n0, then

(33) ‖f (x)− fε (x)‖ < ε n
1/2
0 .

In our case the total number of coefficients is 348 and the neglected coefficients 202. Then
the estimate (33) is

‖f (x)− fε (x)‖ < 1.42 · 10−3.

On Fig. 6, two more coarse approximations of f (x) are shown (by dotted lines), corre-
sponding to sums over j from - 2 to 8 and from - 2 to 7.

The propagating pulse, through the composite material, is represented as

(34) u(α)(x, t) =
1
A

9∑

j=−2

14∑

k=−14

(
B(α)f̃(α,l) + p

(
z(δ,j)

/
l
)

B(δ)f̃(δ,l)

)
,

(35) f̃(α,l) = dj,k2j/2ψ
(
2j

(
z(α,j)

/
l
)
− k

)
, z(α) = x− v

(α)
ph t.

The plots of the evolution of the first phase of composite material (matrix) are shown in
Fig. 7. Three cases of exceeding the wave bottom lengths of the characteristic length of
microstructure are considered (100, 50, and 10 times more). Here the profiles are built for
five successive moments (in µs): t11 = 25, t12 = 51,t13 = 76,t14 = 100,t15 = 120,
t21 = 12.5, t22 = 25, t23 = 37.5, t24 = 50, t25 = 62.5, t31 = 2.5, t32 = 5.1, t33 = 7.6,
t34 = 10, t35 = 12.

In the case of long bottoms the wave dispersion is displayed not right away similar to
the case of long harmonic waves. The second mode is cut, and the first mode propagates
without essential distortion (see the first picture of Fig. 7). For short bottoms the influence
of the microstructure is easily displayed: the initial profile is broken up on two modes,
propagating with different phase velocities (see the third picture of Fig.7).

In the process of evolution of solitary waves there are three characteristic stages: On
the first stage, the profile moves for some time without essential distortions; at the second
stage, there is a splitting of the signal into two ones propagating with differing velocities.
The profile is distorted on the rise-up portion, after that the separation of the second im-
pulse is started. The final stage sees the separate motion of both impulses with different
velocities and amplitudes.
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Fig.7 Evolution of the pulse

All three stages are present for arbitrary choice of the bottom, but they have different
durability. For the case of long bottom the first stage is displayed during motion on the
distance of three bottoms. For middle bottoms and for the same distances, the second stage
is already characteristic. For short bottoms these two stages are displayed on the distance
in two bottoms.

Conclusions

We considered in this paper the elastic wavelets for studying the evolution of solitary
profiles. These wavelets are based on the “Mexican hat” wavelet system, which can be
represented using the Chebyshev-Hermite functions of different indexes. The essential
peculiarity of the elastic wavelets is that they are solutions of the corresponding wave



16 J. RUSHCHITSKY ET AL.

equations for elastic medium, thus showing that some wavelets are solutions of physical-
mechanical problems.

The application of elastic wavelets to studying the evolution of solitary waves of differ-
ent shape during their propagation through composite materials shows on many examples
the high capability to describe the solitary elastic wave evolution.
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[4] Kaiser G., “Physical wavelets and their sources: real physics in complex spacetime”, J. Phys. A: Math.Gen.,

36, 291–338 (2003).
[5] Newland D.E., An introduction to random vibrations, spectral and wavelet analysis, 3rd ed., London, Pren-

tice Hall, 1993.
[6] Cattani C., Rushchitsky J.J., “Solitary elastic waves and elastic wavelets”, Int. Appl. Mech., 39, (6), (2003)

741–752.
[7] Cattani C., Rushchitsky J.J., “Wavelet and Wave Analysis as applied to Materials with Micro- or Nanostruc-

ture”, Singapore: World Scientific, 2007.
[8] Cattani C., Rushchitsky J.J., Terletska E.V., “Wavelet Analysis of the evolution of a solitary wave in a

composite material”, Int. Appl. Mech., 40 (3), 311–318 (2004).
[9] Rushchitsky J.J., Cattani C., Terletska E.V., “The Effect of the Characteristic Dimension of a Microstructural

Material and the Trough Length of a Solitary Wave on its Evolution”, Int. Appl. Mech., 39 (2), 197–202
(2003).

[10] Rushchitsky J.J., Cattani C., Terletska E.V., “Wavelet Analysis of a Single Pulse in a linearly Elastic Com-
posite”, Int. Appl. Mech., 41 (4), 374–380 (2005).

[11] Burrus C.S., Gopinath R.A., Guo H. “Introduction to Wavelets and Wavelet Transforms”, New Jersey:
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1998.

[12] Daubechies I., Ten Lectures on Wavelets. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: SIAM, 1982.
[13] Geranin V.O., Pysarenko L.D., Rushchitsky J.J., Theory of wavelets with elements of fractal analysis. The

textbook from 32 lectures, Kiev, VPF UkrINTEI, 2002.
[14] Mallat S., A Wavelet Tour of Signal Processing San Diego-New York-London: Academic Press, 1999.
[15] Meyer Y., Wavelets and Operators. –Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1992.
[16] Meyer Y., Wavelets. Algorithms and Applications, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: SIAM, 1993.
[17] Wojtaszczyk P.A., A Mathematical Introduction to Wavelets. London Mathematical Society Student Texts.

–Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997.
[18] Cattani C., “The Wavelet-based technique in dispersive wave propagation”, Int. Appl. Mech., 39, no. 4

(2003) 493–501.
[19] Cattani C., “Multiscale Analysis of Wave Propagation in Composite Materials”, Mathematical Modelling

and Analysis, 4, 267–282 (2003).
[20] Cattani C., “Harmonic Wavelets towards Solution of Nonlinear PDE”, Computers and Mathematics with

Applications, 8–9 1191–1210 (2005).
[21] Cattani C., “Connection Coefficients of Shannon Wavelets”, Mathematical Modelling and Analysis, 11 (2),

1–16 (2006).
[22] Cattani C., “Shannon Wavelet Analysis”, Proc. of the International Conference on Computational Science,

ICCS 2007, May 27-30, 2007,8 Beijing, China, Y. Shi et Al. (Eds.), LNCS 4488, Part II, Springer-Verlag
Berlin Heidelberg 982–989 (2007).

[23] Rushchitsky J.J., Tsurpal S.I., Waves in materials with the microstructure, Kiev, S.P.Timoshenko Institute
of Mechanics, 1998 (In Ukrainian).



ELASTIC WAVELETS AND THEIR APPLICATION ... 17

[24] Rushchitsky J.J., “New solitary waves and their interaction in solid mixtures (granular composites)”, ZAMM.
Special issue for abstracts of GAMM-97 meeting. 53 (6), 63–64 (1997).

[25] Rushchitsky J.J., Nonlinear interaction of elastic solitry waves in materials. Abstracts of the 3rd European
Nonlinear Oscillations Conference. - Copenhagen, Denmark Technical University. 36–37 (1999).

[26] Kampe de Ferret J., Campbell R., Petiau G., Vogel T., Fonctions de la physique mathematique. Paris , Centre
national de la recherche scientifique 1957.

[27] Rivlin, T. J., Chebyshev Polynomials. New York: Wiley, 1990.
[28] Spanier, J. and Oldham, K. B., The Chebyshev Polynomials Tn (x) and Un (x) , Ch. 22 in An Atlas of

Functions. Washington, DC: Hemisphere, 193-207, 1987.
[29] Whittaker E.T., Watson G.N., A Course of Modern Analysis. An Introduction to the General Theory of

Infinite Processes and of Analytic Functions; with an Account of the Principal Transcendental Functions.
Fourth edition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1927.

[30] Zwillinger D., Handbook of Differential Equations, 3rd ed. Boston, MA: Academic Press, 1997.
[31] Chou,P. C., Introduction to Wave Propagation in Composite Materials, Drexel Inst. of Tech. Philadephia

Dept. of Mechanical Engineering, 1968.
[32] Hudson J. A., The Excitation and Propagation of Elastic Waves, Cambridge Monographs on Mechanics,

1985.
[33] Jones R. M., Mechanics of Composite Materials, Second Edition, Taylor & Francis, 1999.
[34] Rushchitsky J.J., Elements of the theory of mixtures, Kiev, Naukova Dumka, 1991 (In Russian).
[35] Rushchitsky J.J., “Interaction of waves in solid mixtures”, Appl. Mech. Rev., 52 (2), 35–74 (1999).
[36] Rushchitsky J.J., Extension of the microstructural theory of two-phase mixtures to composite materials, Int.

Appl. Mechanics, 36 (5), 586–614 (2000).
[37] Vinson J. R., Sierakowski R. L., The Behaviour of Structures Composed of Composite Materials, 2nd Edi-

tion, Kluwer Academic Publisher, 2002.
[38] Chiu S.S, Neubert V.H., “Difference method for wave analysis of the split Hopkinson pressure bar with a

viscoelastic specimen”, J. Mech. Phys. Solids. 15, 177 – 193 (1967).
[39] Encyclopedia of Physics, Ed. S.Flugge. Vol. VIa I. Mechanics of Solids I.–Berlin – Heidelberg – New York:

Springer Verlag, 1973.

[a] Jeremiah Rushchitsky, Yaroslav Symchuk
S.P. Timoshenko Institute of Mechanics
Nesterov str. 3, Kyiv
03680, Ukraine

[b] Carlo Cattani
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